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ABSTRACT: 

PURPOSE: To allow recording under optimal recording conditions over 
the entire surface of a medium while keeping the compatibility of medium 
even when a test track is not provided by registering a trial writing region, as 
a defect block, for each recording region having substantially same 
recording conditions at the time of formatting the medium. 

CONSTITUTION: A data area comprises a medium management area 41, 
a user area 42, and a replacement area 43. The medium management area 41 
includes a defect black Ust allocated at a pluraUty of locations. The 
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replacement area 43 is allocated at one location but it may be distributed to a 
plurality of locations. Since the trial writing for setting an optimal laser 
drive current at the time of use data recording can be performed using a 
defect registering block, recording operation can be carried out under 
optimal conditions while keeping compatibility of the medium even for a 
medium having no test track for trial writing. 
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